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A genuine historical testimony of Macedonia before the big geopolitical reshuffle in 1878 


„Every nation that has glorious deeds is a glorious nation. However, beside all the glorious deeds, 
if those deeds remain unknown, the nation shall also remain unknown. Therefore it is necessary to 
collect and preserve all those glorious deeds in history, because history is the guardian of a 
nation’s life, and so future generations shall know, respect, accept and support it...“ 

Jovan Dragasevic. 1 


1 From the History page of the Military Archive website of the Republic of Serbia, Ministry of Defence. 




1. Introduction 

The above sentence is a very illustrative example from the writings of Jovan Dragasevic, and show 
us his 1866 suggestion in establishing the History department in the Military Ministry of the then 
Principality of Serbistan ( Serbia ) in the Ottoman empire. This was his life conviction and 
dedication, ... at least until the Balkan Wars. Later, because of the change of geopolitical situation 
and radical change in the politic and foreign affairs of the new Serbian state and government - his 
studies were biased too, and his previous objective and summary works of the Southeastern 
European peninsula were also modified. According with the new situation on the battle fields of the 
Illyrian Troad (the older name of the Balkans, used by him and his predecessors) the studies written 
before the Balkan Wars were neglected and censored, and new ones that matched the 19th century 
new frontlines, and the politics of the day, were written. 

But, the exemplars of these not so much older and unbiased publications, are to be found in many 
private and public archives and collections, and they cannot be ignored. One of these, precious for 
the historical revision publications, was issued in 1871 in Belgrade, where Dragasevic published 
one of his most complete and precious books - a workbook for middle schools entitled "Geography 
for Middle Schools". In this book Dragasevic describes in great detail and most specifically 
the history and ethnic borders of the Illyrian Troad (. Macedonian peninsula, Southeastern peninsula, 
later renamed as Balkans), including the ethno-cultural and linguistic characteristics of the local 
populations in 19th century. This book cannot be found neither on the History shelfs of the Military 
Archive of the Republic of Serbia, nor anywhere else in the modem libraries and other official 
sources. All works and studies previous to the Balkan Wars are intentionally erased and obscured, 
and new history was written. A completely new world was born after the Balkan (1912-1913) and 
World War I (1914-1918). But, one of these innocent looking but genuine workbooks was recently 
found in a private collection in Republic of Macedonia, and was digitized, thus rediscovering once 
again to the scholars and world academia the Gran Picture of the pre-war Illyrian Troad, i.e. 
Macedonian Peninsula (or ‘ Balkans’). 
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Macedonia/Macedonian Peninsula was the common nomination of our corner of the world, before 
the Berlin Congress in 1878, when the great powers finally felt strong enough to change the history 
and to reshape the millennia-old frontiers, in accordance with their new needs for profit. In 1871 
Jovan Dragasevic was still a genuine scholar, uncontaminated by the new nations mounted policies 
of the 19th century. Below are some pages from his Geography book, which discover the 
differences between the old (Ancient History Model), and more recent (19th century "Aryan 
Model") fabricated history of the Macedonian Peninsula (i.e. Balkans). These pages throw more 
light, especially on the Macedonian question and the cultural heritage as it was, before the Balkan 
Wars, preserved for the world history by the hand of Jovan Dragasevic. 






2. „Geography for Middle Schools", Belgrad 1871 

A workbook for middle schools, which recently resurfaced from a private collection in Macedonia, 
was scanned and digitized, thus offering us a glimpse in the pre-first-world-war 19th century world 
history, before the latest (quasi ,^\ryan“) shift produced by the imperialistic Western Europe and 
Russia. This was the common knowledge that was transcended to the students in the schools, before 
the map and the new Balkan nations (except biblical Macedonia) were re-drawn once again in the 
19th century, and before the greater interests of the world powers shaped today’s modem world 
through the ultimate wars, destruction and blasphemy. 


Right: The first page from the 
Dragasevic’s „GEOGRAPHY for Middle 
Schools Belgrade state-typography, 
1871. 
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Until 5 i|K>uia 'lupin. 


Dragasevic narration is focused, with clear and eloquent language and style. The historical pretext 
given by Dragasevic, which is of interest to this retrospective, begins with the description of the 
native autochthonous inhabitants of the Southeastern European peninsula (Balkans). This is given in 
a brief historical description of these lands on the pages 114 and 115, from prehistoric times until 
the modem era. The chapter which is of our interest, "SOUTHEASTERN PENINSULA", begins 
with the precise, military kind-of, information on the overall surface and population number: 

9200 ° (square) 2 miles, 17,690.000 inhabitans. 


2 

Dragasevic uses " D " for "square". 




Below: Page 114 and 115 from the Dragasevic’s „GEOGRAPHY for Middle Schools 
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jyroacTOHHO uojyocTPBO. 

(9200 □ 11,090.000 cruHoBBUKu). 

Hcxopuja. L'TapotGAeoiiu y obhm ac*A*)i8, 6iijax\ y 
Alcana Bpcneua uckh Caomhu, sojasu hhcuu hc auaMO: 
xojkaa upon A'ra BpcMeua mhoio it R3xeTiiyTii, to cy A«- 
naiiiii.it MoKe&M*. Ho Kao utTo cny’Aa y cbcty ohba, M 
AouLkaun npeAysmy bjsav h«a crapoceACOuniia, two jc 
to ii oh AC CllBMO ucupccTaiio Kp«3 cue bckoiw*. H ua iw- 
Mciiut' nemaxy ce na auanajuy ymiy Bucimy n.m tii AP- 
saaay uMxxmnj piimmrhth uapOAU. 

Cbctcko HCTopujcM amwaj aoobAo je oho uo.iyocrpBo 
TfK JrAUNUMO, KOjll CC 1 IO 1500 lipC XpHCTU AOCC.IHUie AMO. 
Hoiiy cBojy aomobbhy (y Aanainiwtj 1 >ikoj) h«*iiiiihiii« no- 
ctojGhhom navKa a YMeiTiocm, 11 CBojy o< 5 pa:iomiHOCT »ipc* 
cuhiuuixy no cbhmu dperoBima Mojta cpcAoseMCKora, a am- 
KctiHA<ip scauku, Tito pan aiaKeAOHCKe gbctckc Apaiaue, no- 
c&meje n ao rpaunua milpijaHCKHx. /^pataBun aiianaj JeAuua 
upecTao je ua 150 roA. npe XpHC*ra, k«a ne^y oay aeMAy 
viieme v CBojy B.taAamniy JaruNtt. Ho k»a ce h.hxobu 
puMttca nape n hii a hu 400 rojuma nocae XpncTa noAe.iH na 
Mia a Any (ca cto.ih.hom y Puny) it ucrouny (ca ctoihhom y 
llapBrpaAy). o«Aa ce osa hctoiha napewia aarauo n ue- 
oceTHO oa aaTHHCKe uponerHe y tpnfty (mmiiTHHCKy). Mei»y 
uapeBiiMa one napeBHHC iiajanariiiijn Ohjbxy LoxtiuxTux 
ne.niKu (Kojn jc UaparpaA » aaafipao :«i cbojv lipccTOHMiiy), 
>K)l>eii Caobchhii m Hiiuia. Jt/crunujan (VnpnaAa, citn llc- 
iokob), oiict CAOiteHHU, iih ce.ia Taopa ao Ckohaji, h hon- 
ctuhtuh Apatata, ii oa nojun UaparpaA uaAe y TypcKepyKO. 

OUCT C.IOBCHIIII, iUH IIO M.icuy. 

KaA jc upn pacTanuy crape h cpeAH»e m-ropiije ohju 
iiiia Be.iiiKa ceotia napoAa, otiab cy h na iniaairrHcn) na- 
neHBUY narpiiv.iH paaaHHiiH liapoAH. HajKUKimjH onjaxy 
Hyzapu ii Cpdu . Koja be, no craposi upaBH-ay AOHUMBa, 
:ti»Y 3 f‘Tit iiocrynnue uahav >' obhm seiiAaiia. byrapii 11 oa 
CuMryHOM , a Cpfa noA 4n taaH0M > " cneil,u c f I , ua uaJ " 
mhv cBOjy BHCHiiy. Aah a obii sow* Caovchu (byrapu u 
Ci> 6 iiY kojh lioc.ic ^amiia ii Tpua naHtmeiine BMAame ,,a A 
crapuM C.toecHUMa (Aaiiamibiiv MaKCAonuMaa). H 0,,H 


/ jyroiK-ro'iiio uo.i>o<-thio ||5 

ce no Apxaiuc Ayro na B.taAanmni. jep v XIV. Bt*KV ua- 
rpuyme ii.i A.mje w oau aouimihu (Tvpun), noja he au ce 
noiiiiy na roc no act ho y obmh aeji.baMa. y KpBamiM Cop- 
Catia ;ta oiirraiiaK CBoj, noAJerouic iioitoj n CBeJtoj cna 3 ii. 
aanjcKoj n Cpr*n h Ilyrapa ii I’piui, y CO roANBa. I'pa- 
6 ca:oM, MynetbeM a yCiua'iKon pyuoM yrvuiiiiiic Tvpmi y 
ohhm HapoAUMa ire caao MOryhnocr, nero h cany novicao 
na CBoje oc-ioCo^eiw. II tok y no'icTh-y AOBeieaecror iteka 
nojaB.i.yje ce OABnncna xncao :ta oc.ioCo^eiben n iioxe.ka 
aa ltac.KHAan.csi HacH.iHHirax oitoiia, iiajnpe v CpCa v Cp- 
Ciijii, kojh y jyna'iKoj CopCii oa 1804 ao 1817 HSBojeBanie 
ccCii ijokc c.ioCoac. saKity h A&Hac iiMasio. Ha CpCc ce 
vraeAame 1 ’pun n Ap(tanacu v I’pMKoj h 1821 oxnotiiy, a 
Ka] m»ii a ii. v noMoae, re cc oa Typawi caciniM ocaoGoa'c h 
A ooiijv npa.U'BcTHO. 

Ma.icna cpiicna 3 ejivLa. I(j)ho 1'opa, it ai:o je H 3 Apxa.ia 
oriKiMiie u uenjiecTajiie CoiiGe, odct je v rHojnMa RpmeoHMa 
oApara.ia HeaaBHciiocT, n caA« je neaa hiiciiom KBejKeisimoji^ 

II oito.i ii ii oo.i me. Kao ihto je ceuepua oGiivia cpeAO- 
aeMCitor siopa Gorariija n na]>euKaiiiija oa jya»ue -iiiGnjrKo, 
Tano je oiieT to npeBMyhCTBO v oBoi-a uo.iyocrpBa iiha 
nix'pcKHM ii aneHBHCKBM. Illiiaiuija, no.iyocTpmro noiHibe 
upn Aocra yaanoM npocropy, i’ac re ca Tpyiioa Kitpone ne- 
ayje, ua ce 0 , 1 .Max iipoMerne v KoiiTHiicnTa.iaH oGjiik cnoje 
iipHCpane Mace. IIxa-iHja, 6 ea aenAoy 3 acTor no'icTKa 110 - 
CTaje ueoua AyraiKO, AnennHBMa 110 uejoj a)'*h upeABo- 
jeuo iiOAyoCTpDO. A Ga.iKamKo no.iyocTpuo. neayje cc cbojom 
ociionoM. upyroM oa 150 m. Ay*Hue (oa JaApaHCKor xopa 
ao na ymhe ^yiiaBa), ca Tpyuox Eepone, Kao iiajneha kom- 
uaKTHa aeM.ini, ua oamux nonue Aa ce paannja y nena 5 pojHa 
HO.iyocTpnn c ayGokhm sn^uitutia, 11 cnpiun ce v MopHjn. 
Ka« najcaupuieniijeM uaiyocrpny.^ Ho 11 ca tom atepoM, c * 
lcojuM ii 3 KonTHiieuTaAHor cCBepuor oG.niKa iipe.iaaii y j\%’’uu 
MOpcKO, ca tom ncTOM AoOnja 11 y HCTOpujcKoj na^nocT^ 

(Tla h ocrpoHAc obop ncro'iiior (rpouoxa) noAVocTpmt, 
Miioro je OoraiHje, nero y 011a aiw ■lanaAna. h citoji’i.v miio- 
niti 3 eMAOY 3 acTUM ckaoiiom casio cy naJHB ua ccBejwtaa- 
naAua oerpua EBpoue. Hajiteha jaTa, ochm apxime.iaia 
jaAitaucKor u joncKor, na.iaaecey Gc.iOMe Mopy ferejcKoMe), 
Koje je na jyry aamopcuo upyroM oa KapCKf oGa.ie y Aaiijii 


On the page 114 (highlihtened with yellow) we read: Autochtonous natives in these countries in 
ancient times were some Slavic people, of which the name is not known; perhaps along the ages 
shuffled a lot, these are today's Macedonians. But as everywhere in the world happens that the new 
settlers overrule the old natives, the same occurred here too, consistently and across cdl the ages. 
And alternately different nations reached notable cultural heights or even ruling ability 

Further (on the same page) Dragasevic gives us a short account of the Macedonian history through 
the ancient times, he notes the reign of Philip II and Alexander in of Macedon: Alexander the 
Great, founder of the Macedonian world empire, brought (his empire) until the borders of India. u 
And after the Roman invasion during the Middle Ages: „150 B.C.E whole this land was taken under 
the rule of Latins. (...) Between the rulers of this empire most prominent were Constantine the Great 
(who choose the Constantinople for his capital city), born Slavic from Nis, Justinian (Petar 
Upravda, son oflstok), Slavic too, from the vilage ofTaor near Skopje..P 
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KBPOUA. 


B«o je taKo Corsua « iO S- 

fo.ii*, 0 sojoj ce jow ““ Jt ,wc 5o|i«iwra"« or “V 
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Typana 
A pmiyra 

lfiKO 

JepMCHa 

OCT8LIBX 

CtauoBHHKa 


2 , 120.000 

1,180.000 

2,200.000 

0,400.000 

0,20 0.000 

jpoo.ooo 


l»v. 

7% 

14* 0 

2 % 


Cpua IImu OKO 
Xpsaxa 
MaKCAoiiana 
livrapa 
ocminx 
Ciieia CjOBeua 


iuto he pehB, Aa Caoocmu hub CKopo ABany-c to.ihko, ko- 
AHKO CBBjy OCTa.IHX, ft 4CT0pH ll) rft TO.IHKO, KOAHKO IV- 

paKft. H.ih ApvrHM peuMa: TvpaKft hm» Cano /, oa rara 
napOAa. a oa camix C.ioncna aoabbc 4 iia .1 lypnitiiiy 
y Caohcnc CpojBMO: ('p6r, Xjmarc, Mokcaohhc, 
tape h Ptjec. 

3,620.000 
500.000 
1,300.000 
3,220.000 
40.000 
8,580.000 

CpGa a;Hive y ehcxcbhhh C’i>6Hju, y crapoj CiWinjn . y 
KHeaienniiH iipBoropccoj, y Bocuh, y XepueroBHim, 

UHju H xpitftTCKoj m»j»iH*iK0j r|MiiiHiui- Ouh A^K.ie :»xnaTajV 

can ceivepoaauaAan Kpaj noAyocTpBn, h ua oewpy um je 
Avuub, Cana h Kyna, upeKo Kojnx cy otter CpOu, na »a- 
Ha.Ay jaApaucBO Mope, ua jjrry ap6anacKc nAaimuc u lllapa. 
a ua iictokv Oyrapcne anuaAue uoKpajne. Ilo oa h»iix miioi u 
cy Hmrern.iH cboj iipBoCamu uaparrep uoa ytHitajeM My- 
xaMCAUUCTna, ii y l>ocuu nehunoM cy nepoM npeivpny.iH. 

Xptturu Oopane y ceuepiioj ^a.iMUuajn n xpuarcuoj 
Kpojnuu. Oiiu ee oa Cp6a nuuum ap. vihm ncpaaAHByjy. 
puuua BepoM. H Ma A a UMftjy line n HCTopHjy Apyr>. a 
Cp6u APJ'ry. to nmiiTa oe nopHHe, Aa cy Cp6n n Xpivam 

JCANO IIACMC. 

MaKtAoHmt cy uajcrapiijn Gaobchb ua ouom juhivckom 
T pono.Ly. a MoacAa h y Eupoiin. n npcKo h>hx cy upe.ia- 
3 H.in ii ivAaAa.ui cun HftpoAO, Kojn y tokv MHOrora BpcMCiia. 
hau jcAau nopeA APy ro, ’i baii jeAao nan APjeor CopaBHiue 
v okh si acM.MMii. Ouu Aauac aauiieMajy cuopo cny oguy 
6c a ora uopa, u ua hctokv ueiuajy ce c ByrapuMa y I pa- 


(Page 127) Macedonians are the oldest Slovens on this illyrian troad, and maybe in Europe too, 
and over them were passing and ruled all nations, which during long time, or one beside the other, 
or one after the other, stayed in these lands. Today they occupy almost the entire coast of the White 
(Aegean) Sea and to the East they mingle with Bulgars in Thrace, “ 

(Page 128) „...on the west with Arbanases in Arbania and Epirus (Iper), and to the north Shara 
Mountain borders them with Serbians. And despite all of this, even if in their customs and if in their 
language we can find traces of all those nations that passed here and there, that ruled over them 
(especially Bulgars and Serbs), they still even today are characterized by their distinctiveness, and 
they stay in the midway between Bulgaria and Serbia. Bulgars are also a newcomers on this 
peninsula (comparing to indigenous Macedonians) same as Serbs, and today they occupy the 
eastern side of this Troad.. A 

On these two pages (128/129) Dragasevic lists all the different (ethnic and non) groups of people on 
the Balkans (Arnauts, Russians, Poles, Italians, Gypsies, etc.), and on page 129 gives the religious 
community statistics too. 

(Page 128/129) „ Greeks are in the kingdom of Greece (1,300.000), and the rest (850.000) live in 
Thessaly (mixed with Macedonians, Vlachs and Turks) in the Iper (mixed with Arnauts and 

3 

,Jper [Ipper] means 'dry land' as opposite to sea and iceiands, i.e. continent, land mass. And today's 
'Epirus', that's just inverted - Dragasevic footnote. GEOGRAPHY, page 129. Other examples: 
Permafrost - 'frozen soil'; Periphery [Perisphere] - 'land outer limits'; Peripatetic - 'land-traveler'. 






















Macedonians), few on Macedonian and some more in Thracian coast (thanks to Macedonians and 
Bulgars), and around Constantinople, on iceland of Crete (80.000), and the rest of archipelago. “ 


KiijH, iiu aaiiftAY c ApdauaciMa y Apdaiimoj ii Kimpy 
(Huepy), ii na cciicpy ipaumni hx Illaim ilmhum ca Cji- 

r.HMa. r Il 11 pH CIll’ll TOM. IIITO CC ) lbUXOBUHft OdU'liljllMa, U 

\ imixuuom journey uonte ,\a nal>c Tparoiut cimjy oiihx iia- 
pOAa, Kojii on Ait i"i ou.ui hm h.iimu lunAnnie (iiapouino By- 
iapa ii CpGa), to ouor ii a»h»c KapaxTopHiiiy eg ouu 
raMocTiuiio. u rroje y cpcAHim usMcttf Byrapa u Cpfa; 

litjtapu cy ;ui obo uo.iyoctpm* ucto tbko aoui.wiiih, 
(HpCMil CTapOCCACOUHMa* MllKCAOtlUllMll) KUO I! C'pdll. II A a " 
liar aanjMiMajy my iicto'iuv crpany ouor Tpoiio.ua. Ha cc- 
uc py Aouiipy ao ,\y iiaiiu. upcKO xora cy Riacu. ua jyry 
AO uopa. ii.ui .\anac y toii npiiMopjy hmh iiajimmc lpKa, 
iia ii crony oiiet A<> nopa (npuora), a iia aana.U A«» Kpiuc- 
HHTHX II BHCOKHX ll.llUllllia. KOjfl IIIIMUJO HC yCTVnajy ll.lll- 
■iniiAMa upiioropi’.KHM. Ho to jib oiiu aayaiixujy byrapccy. 
Koja jc humcIjV Ayiinna ii lUuaaiia. u ty cy cami omi, ii 
'I' puKiijy, kojii jc oa lia.iKiuiu iia jyr ao mo|*» • »° T > <7 
humcumiiii r I'piunm a h TypuoMtt. 

Pycu ii mu ua ymhy ,|ynaiui ii y ^odpauu. Ubo cy mij- 
i lime on it 1‘ycu. lino ce aony trapoorpnn.ua, u bbIiHUOJi cy 
ce Aom.iiUH y npenemi, k»a hx ) I’ymjii romiine adur 
1 -, 1 ‘pr. JI.. hmu' HX uciiito II y npiiMopjy TpaniijcKoMc (y K«- 
lliaiiy l*yC Kl'j H OKOAlIllu). 

jlo.bann ii Mil nciirro y dpdry co.iViiruora aajHBa y 
Tera.iuju. y , 

Ttjpn>ut, \ dpojy oa 2 ,120.000A_ML*l>y uojiimu jc mm 
30.000 Kojc Tarapa iiorajccax v ;l,oOpa‘iu, Koje 1 lepKcja 
ua Hcro'inoj ipaiiuiiH Cpdnjc. Tjrpiiii cy co tiaruuiu.iu > 
laiiuAHoj Uyrapcuoj, y jyaciiOM npimopjy, > 1 ccajnjH, Ma- 
kcaoiiiijh, Kpirry h uo uc.ioj aen.i>u, Kao hhhoihihh© 
Apnayru, Apuanaiii. A.4duHeau, uapoA Oca iiopCKAn n 
iicropajc a o jcauitoM, imjn jc caeiauAen u s jcAiuieimr, .m- 
THIICKOr 11 C.10DCHCK01*. llo CllOj lipll.IHU.il Ollll CV OCTUTHU <>A 
uHtt.r pu.UCKUX eojCKt^ KOJH rc toHUWC HO JUtUI^Hoj CTJHIHU 

oooi uo.ufocrptiu . Oiih ce H ao aar iia.ia -to V him KpajcitilMu. 
liuMeljv Cpda n» cencpy, MnKcAoiiana ua hctokj. I pua ua 
jyiy. a ua naiia*)' jaAl*aHCBo Mope. 11 va hx 1,130.000, 
H ABAC CC M0l)V COdOM llll BHUIC ll.ieMdia , OA KojllX cy 
iiajiioanaTiijn: 3fup> Anru, Fnc h Totxr. 

I pun cy y Kpa.bcitiiiiii l'p'lKoj (1,300.000). a octjUo 
( 850.000) cranyje y Tcauiijn. (ii iMemaiiu c MiiKCAOUiiUMa 


jyroiuTO'iiio noAvocn*Bo. 
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liniiiiapUMa h TypmiMa), y Huepy' (HaMeuiumi c Apiiay- 
niMii ii Mai;t*AoHniiMa) iiemro y mukcaouckom,' mime y rpa- 
KnjcuoM iipnvopjy iiiomo 1 ,v MttKCAOiinna h Rvrapa), ii y 
<>Ko.tHim uapHrpuACKoj, ua oct]h>h) Kpm j (himjko 80 . 000 ;, 
ii oci-a.uiM apxitiic.iary. 

./ rp.uctta ii mu najuuinc v oko.ihur uai»Hi|uiAci:oj, y camom 
IJiipiirpaAy cko 200.000. Onn cy rc aocc.iu.ih ii:i JepMeii- 

CKC .(ApMCUHjc),- V MU.IOJ A»Rjll, H daitC ce j(*AHUO T|>10BU- 
no m. CJ Tora **x hcmr kuo tgbcbiui ii aaiiaT.iiija. ueru camo 
Tpnuuuui. 

y oeraje dpojiiMo: I(unhui>c (iiorpieiiu .larniin), oko 
90.000, SiijuiMiie y Teca.mju: fiopeje, ouo 80.0W, iiujiiumc 
y HapiirpuAy u Co.ivuy (>10.000), u u<> join iickiim iipuMop- 
ckhm uapouiuMii ; Ta.utjaHe , oko lo.uoo. y npnsiopCKUM 
bapoiiiHiia oa lioropa mi A 1 * Pujeue; IfutaHc, oko 30.000, 
paccjaUH cbvaii no uc.ioj :icm.mi: Bjiaxr, ouo 20.000, iiaj- 
lminc y /^oopaiii. 

Kuo s'oa niTo jc iiapOA ua obom h.ihi»ckom rpouoj,y 
paa.inHDT, thko ucto m 

^lepa jc paa.ui'iiiTa. l'&ajinm y iucmciiumu iiji.io jc 
auamijiia aa uaupcAUK obiix uapoAu. a.iu pauABKu y ucpii 
hm.t join iiuhcra ymuaja; ii one paa.iHK0 tuko cy joAiia 
Apyroj npoTHHiie, Aa cy one r.iaBna c.iaOorr obhx napoAn 
u ohiix 3cjia-i.s0 

llo ncpii. uapoA ouor ii.uipcnor Tpouo.iki, norno Cm cc 
ouaico noAejHTii: 


1. Xpinuflniut HMA 

2. Mt/ja.urffiiNa 6.inay 

3. Mojcujeonua qiro 
Csera 


i O.GJO.OOO A J 
, 1,000.000 


uie 

, loo / 

111* ra mh xpnuili&iiil, KOjn *i it ii** r.iauny iiepy y obum 
ncM.T.avii, paMBsyjy cc siel,y coOom p i upcTC. n to: 
Xpuuihaiia uctohmux uma 8,345.000 

Jaita^Hiix 1,220.000 

jcpMeuo-KaroanKa d.iuay 20.00o 

ynujara oko / 25,000 

XpHtnhaua 9.G10.000 


• Hncp 3natii cy«/y «*.*;/ y oAMOCy hii xopo kj;i orrpim . a*ka.- 
voNruMNi-y, kwho. A mto r* .v»u»c n»xy Knap, to jo cnxu 
unupavTo. 


,\PArAEH£UT., rKOJTA*Jii>. 


On religious statistics for 1871 we read: 

1. Christians 9,610.000 around 70% 

2. Muhamedans 4,600.000 —//— 29% 

3. Jews 80.000— //— 1% 

And the Christians alone are divided betweem them into: 

1. Eastern Christians 8,345.000 

2. Western -—II—- 1,220.000 

3. Armenian chatolics 20.000 


4. Uniat 


■//■ 


25.000 













3. Renegotiation of the history - the 1878 Berlin Congress 

All this facts, history, and popular traditions of the people of the Macedonian Peninsula were 
intentionally ignored and put under the carpet after the Congress of Berlin (13 June - 13 July 1878). 
It was a catastrophic meeting of the representatives of the 6 great powers of the time (Russia, Great 
Britain, France, Austro-Hungary, Italy and Germany), the defeated Ottoman Empire, and 4 brand 
new Balkan states (Grease, Servia, Romania and Montenegro). It aimed at determining the new 
territories of the states in the Macedonian Peninsula following the Russo-Turkish War of 1877— 
1878 which came to an end with the signing of the Treaty of Berlin. 

Regardless of the geographic, ethnic or historical background, the great powers imposed their 
spheres of interest by force, thus creating an unprecedented mismanagement of the natural and 
ethnic borders, cutting through people, mountain ranges, dividing the rivers in two, and with this 
creating the everlasting premises for future wars and today “proxy wars”. The Congress of Berlin 
constituted a harsh blow to Russian Pan-Slavism, The new states of the Macedonian Peninsula had 
seen that banding together as “Slavs” benefited them less than playing to the desires and ever 
growing appetites of the great powers. That damaged the unity of the Macedonic populations and 
encouraged competition between the fledgling new puppet states. The newly created tensions of the 
region would continue to simmer for the next 2 centuries, and as we can see even today these 
artificial tensions, created with the new artificial and unnatural boundaries and “nations”, never 
seized to foment new conflicts, again and again... 

Congress of Berlin is considered and still remains a dismal failure for the whole humanity. The 
dissatisfaction caused by this 'adventure' of the great powers has reached the gravest proportions, 
and it further prompted even stronger conservative appetites which animated the future events. The 
sole triumph was of the malevolence by the bloodthirsty great powers, which sowed their seeds of 
further conflicts, including the Balkan Wars and (ultimately) the 1st World War. 



4. Biography 

Jovan Dragasevic (1836-1915) was born in Pozarevac, then Pashaluk 4 of Serbistan in the Ottoman 
empire, and was a military-geographer, officer and writer, as well as renowned Professor of 
the Serbian Military Academia. After he finished high school in Belgrade, in 1855 he entered the 
Artillery School, which he finished in 1860, when he was commissioned as artillery 2nd lieutenant. 
As 1st lieutenant, he was a geography and military history professor in the Military Academy. 
Under the influence of the activities of the Society of Serbian Letters (predecessor of the Serbian 
Royal Academy of Sciences, whose member he was to become later) he was given the task of 
collecting the archive material and writing the national history. In 1865 he submitted a report and 
made a plan on how to organize the military history research work in Serbia. During the Serbian- 
Turkish war for independence (1876-1877), he served at the Supreme Headquarters as a chief of the 
main General Staff. 

As a military expert, he was in the delegation of Serbia at the Berlin Congress in 1878. It was there 
that he loses his genuine immaculate qualities as a scientist and man of honor, and becomes just 
another politically biased and corrupted puppet in the service of great powers. However, these 
schismatic obscure pages from the curriculum of Jovan Dragasevic are never mentioned in the 
pages or publications of the Serbian Ministry of Defense, nor in any other sources. The “Geography 
for the Middle Schools” from 1871 remains probably the only proof of his once great personality 
and clear mind, before it went processed and abused by the foreign interests. 

Jovan Dragasevic later on also passed the exam for General Staff officer, and in 1880 was promoted 
to the rank of colonel. He retired in 1888, when he was made honorary general. 

He wrote Principles of Military Geography, Military Stylistics 1 and 2, Military Responsibility, 
Kosmometry, Chronography, Soldier on the Marsh, Ethnographic Map of Serbian Countries , and 
numerous other works. One of his most illustrious works is the „Illyrian Troad: Balkan peninsula. 
Military-Political Study “. Between 1864 and 1870 he is the editor of "Vojin," the first military 
journal on Macedonian Peninsula. He is also a Serbian representative on the International 
Geographic Conference in 1875. Dragasevic is considered a founder of the Serbian military 
terminology, and one of the first Serbian officers that dealth with means of science. He was also 
known as a military writer, literarian, editor of the first military journal "Voin" ("Warrior" in plain 
Macedonian) 5 , than the editor of the journals "Ratnik" ("Warrior" in new Serbian terminology) and 
"Dardanija" and a contributor to several magazines. He wrote more than 20 books with topics based 
on geography, history, stylistics, as well as volumes of poetry, books on travel, dramas etc. He was 
awarded the Order of the Takovo Cross of the 2nd, 3rd and 5th degree, the Order of Saint Sava of 
the 2nd and 3rd degree, Memorials for the 1876-1878 wars and for the war in 1885 etc. He died in 
1915 in Nis. 


4 Principality in Turkish. 

5 http://www.makedonski.info/search/voin 




Jovan Dragasevic 
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